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When | was six, one day, | woke up early
in the morning . | was standing on the harbor
of Lubok Nibong with my father. It was called
‘Lanting’ by the locals.

The cool air soothed my soul.

The mist or fog spread on top of the
river. It blurred my sight.

The gray sky appeared to press heavily
on me.

The scenery of the opposite bank
seemed like a fairyland.

Those busy ships and boats were still
slumbering.

A few women were busy with their
laundry.

At this very quiet morning, | engrossed in
watching a natural scene:

Thousands and thousands of insects
showing their appearance by skiing on the
surface of the river, sometimes, even skipping
and soaring. They were busy moving to and
fro. Their actions were speedy as the flash.

| didn’t know where they were going to?
And why they were so busy?

| was told by my father that they were
Mayflies.

They lived as nymphs for two to three
years in the soil.

When they turned into adult insects, they
could only live for a few hours, one week or
so at most.

An ancient Chinese poem described
their outlook as beautiful and attractive,

One Morning

&

-' By The River

of Baram

but the beauty of their outlook just couldn’t
compare with their super short life span. It
makes people sigh.

This stroke me very much. As a child, |
couldn’t understand why their life span were
so short. And yet they were so busy moving
round and round on the surface of Baram
River.

When | read the Bible as an adult, | find
the word of God touches on this topic too:

Psalm 90:4: “For a thousand years in
your sight are like a day that has just gone
by, or like a watch in the night.”

Mayflies’ life span seems super short
in my eye, but it might not be so in their
Creator’s eyes.

We human could live up to 80 or even
100 years. Just as it was said in Psalm
90:9: “... we finish our years with a moan.”

It maybe just a moan.

But a man who has received the eternal
life can enter into eternity in no time.

The duration of our life span just doesn’t
matter. It’'s the content of our lives that
matters.
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