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BIETY, RMNUHBHABILT. FIEF, RMNTZRCTENCERARATHEUGE, FABRKE, A
HTAEMXALT, BEGE—THIFTH. BORRROE, EXREFHNI, FAREEMH,
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ITEHERSAANBFMMBFER—TRIE. ERIERSHE+FR ERESHANE, Z, &
%, 8 AR, TRTHOBBETMAHESE. RIERAOKEEETHR, AARBEEZIERA
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THE MARINE LAMPS
OF A FLOATING HOVSE

By Jong Pui San (#1.)

To my memory, every Lubok Nibong family had a floating jetty. It was made up of a few
logs, planks and zinc sheets. On top of these logs was a deck where a small hut was built.
Inside, there was an opening from where the residents scooped water for their showers. They
also used the opening as their toilet. There was no window, only a door. The jetty stayed afloat
on the river but was moored to a tree on the river bank by a strong iron chain.

To get down to the jetty, we had to climb down a gangway. The water level of the river rose
and fell according to the ebb and flow of the tide; and so did the angle of the gangway. Thus,
the gangway was not affixed but free to move up and down following the tide. Every Lubok
Nibongese had to get up and down the jetty a few times a day for the purposes of showering
and toileting.

However, there was a unique house by the Baram River. The house belonged to the Lai family.
It was floating by the riverside of Lubok Nibong on the outskirts of the town. It was not a ship.
It was a house on a raft; a stationary floating house on the river.

The owner of that house was very creative. He built his house like a floating jetty but much big-
ger in size. It had windows and doors. There were two bedrooms, a sitting room, a kitchen, a
toilet and a bathroom. The owner’s family held all their activities in this house. He secured his
house by anchoring it with two big chains to the trees by the river bank. Though it could float
on the river, | had never seen the house moving upstream or downstream.

The owner’s family could catch fish even from their house by using fishing hooks and
lines. They also had a small boat or ‘sampan’ for catching fish by using nets, either by throw-
ing the nets or by setting dragnets. Besides, their ‘sampan’ was also their means of transport
along the river. They kept what they had caught in a cage. This cage was tied to the side of the
floating house with three quarters of it beneath the water. It was one meter or more in diameter
and about three meters in length. It was weaved by tying a few bamboo hoops with parallel
bamboo splits. Its shape was like a big cylinder cage with a few hatchways on the top. The
fish, crabs and prawns caught were kept in different sections. Anyone wanting to buy what had
been caught would just use a small net to scoop the particular fish or prawns out from the cage.
The fish and prawns sold by them were extremely fresh. They could still flop around when they
reached the customers’ homes.

| had been to this floating house because Lai Kui Lan’s (my classmate’s) father was the
owner of this house. Whenever a ship passed by, this house would bob up and down on the
water as waves passed underneath it. Besides the lamps in the house, there were two marine
oil lamps hanging outside the house, one on each side. My classmate told me that her father
lighted up these two lamps outside their house every night. It was to prevent other ships or
boats from slamming into their house. It was also to prevent their family from missing their
steps on the deck. The lamps must remain lighted from dusk to dawn. These two marine lamps
swayed in the air day and night.

There had been a fatal accident in the river before. A speedboat driver was killed in a
collision between his speedboat and a floating log in the evening. If on any of the days, the
two marine lamps were lighted late, | began to worry for my friend’s (Gui Lan’s) safety. | was
so afraid that her home would be smashed to smithereens and her family members would be
hurt. It became my habit to keep an eye on these two lamps every evening. When night came,
| watched the two marine lamps swaying with their dim light, be it in the wind or in the rain.

Those two marine lamps served to protect my friend and her family, as well as their float-
ing house throughout every night. So, | was apprehensive about the marine lamps being sud-
denly put out and how, as a little girl, | had hoped there was no night time so that there wouldn’t
be accidents occurring to my friend’s family and their house.

It is just like what the Book of Revelation says in verse 22:5, “There will be no more night.
They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light.
And they will reign forever and ever.”

i ZRREBEABK BB LR,
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Dare
to be

This is actually my first mission trip in
my Christian life. It is a privilege and honour
for me to do God’s work. The trip was from
19 to 21st August 2016. In this trip, we had a
total of 17 participants including special guest
members from Hong Kong. It was good to
meet new friends from other countries.

We first assembled in our Miri Gospel
Chapel English Branch Church at Pelita
Commercial Centre (MGC Pelita) before
moving out to a small town called Tatau.
Before we departed from MGC Pelita, we
had a short meeting and prayer. We were di-
vided into three groups before we moved out
in our vans. We used three vans for this trip
and the drivers were Pastor Michelle, Daniel
and Kelvin. They had been on previous
Tatau trips and they knew the way better than
others, so we could rest assured of reaching
our destination safely. One of our brothers
had to drive to Tatau alone due to his work at
Bintulu. The weather was very good; the sun
was shining brightly and we all felt happy and
excited to go on this mission for God’s glory.

We arrived at BEM Church at Tatau
around 3.30 pm. Everyone was exhausted
from the long trip; yet at the same time
was glad to have arrived safely. We were
welcomed by Pastor Anyie’s wife. She
directed us to our rooms. We unloaded our
baggage and while doing this, | saw a cute

(Rick Marvin Ting’s account of his mission trip to Tatau)

Diff

MGC English Branch (Pelita).

erent

puppy and tried to pat it but got bitten instead.
The bedrooms were small. As there were
more members in our team this time, the
bedrooms were unable to accommodate
all of us; so all the girls had to sleep in the
living room and the boys in the guest rooms.
During our 3-day stay there, Pastor Anyie’s
family provided us with good and delicious
home cooking. | will never forget the roast
pork that was prepared for our dinner.

We held our function in SMK Tatau
dining hall. Most of the students who attended
our function were Bumiputera students whose
ages ranged from 13 to 18 years old. The
majority of them were girls. We always
started with songs of praises. Sister Maggie

was the song leader; Stephanie and Yee
Boon were the dancers and Pastor Michelle
was the pianist. The rest of the team with the
students joined in and | was amazed by their
singing and dancing. It was then that | saw
and understood what the famous evange-
list, Dwight L Moody, said about music being
“a valuable tool in evangelistic campaigns.”
It was a marvelous view, watching people
sing and praise God with all their heart.
Listening to them singing and dancing was
the part | loved most in this mission trip. You
can see how the songs moved them, and how
they enjoyed themselves through music and
dancing while praising God.

Sy | A
On the first day, Pastor Mlchelle shared
the gospel message: “Who am I”. The next
day, sisters Yee Boon and Stephanie shared
on the topic: “On Boundaries” and “Dare to be
Different.” The students enjoyed the sharing
and many understood the messages but we
hope that they will apply all these teachings in
their life. We also played a game called “Life
Game” to demonstrate the ups and downs in
life. They really enjoyed this game. We also
did a skit and some of the students got emo-
tional watching our performance.

On the last day, before we headed
back to Miri, we listened to their ISCF Sunday
sermon preached by Pastor Anyie. | admired
their service in the church, especially see-
ing young people serving God with all their
heart. Together, we sang praises to our God,
dancing to the music, and enjoying ourselves
together. Some of our members were watch-
ing and clapping hands. One of our members
told us that looking at this experience of us
having fun was like having a glimpse of what
heaven would be like.

After all the excitement, we parted with
all the students. Some of them looked sad
and some even cried when we said our good-
bye to them. Surely, all the team members
will miss all the moments they had with them.
| was the driver for the journey back to Miri.
It was a smooth 4-hour drive and we thanked
God for the good weather.

SR

In this mission trip, we have learned that
a lot of people out in remote areas still need
guidance in seeking the Lord and they need
someone to teach them how to grow in their
faith. We have also learned that each individ-
ual has different aspirations and roles to play
and we have to always cling to God whenever
temptations come and always remember that
God will not forsake us nor break His prom-
ises. We also have to prepare ourselves for
our next trip to face challenges like how to
maintain students’ concentration during semi-
nars, how to allocate sessions according to
the venue provided by the school and how to
overcome language barriers.

Thank you God, for your love, mercy
and grace is always with us, in Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Figure 2: Group photo with students from
ISCF, SMK Tatau
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