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Newsletter in November 2020

The following reproduced article is originally published in Australia Overseas Christian Fellowship

My Spiritual M

EARLY YEARS OF MY FAITH

My spiritual journey began in 1963 at a Gospel
Meeting conducted by O.C.F. Melbourne. | was drawn
to accept the Lord Jesus to be my Lord and Savior
when the speaker preached on the verse, “What
good will it be for man if he gains the whole world, yet
forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange
for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26 NIV) The preacher’s
message had a profound impact on me and since then,
serving the Lord has been my top priority in life.

| was born in Miri, Sarawak. | had my secondary
education in Chung Hua Middle, a well-known Chinese-
medium school in Miri. During my school-days, | was
very much involved in activities seen as unfavorable
by the authorities at that time. Then, as if by divine
arrangement, an OMF missionary, Rev. Percy King, was
sent to Miri to start a church, now known as Miri Gospel
Chapel. Rev. King played a fundamental role in
ensuring | remained in contact with the church and with
Christianity. He was largely instrumental in arranging an
OMF home-council member to contact me in Victoria
and after that connect me to OCF Melbourne.

The purpose of my going to Melbourne was to
undertake studies at ‘O’ Level and Matriculation Level
in order to qualify for entry into an Australian
university. After | entered Melbourne University to
do Civil Engineering, my involvement in OCF
deepened. | attended OCF meetings regularly
as well as the May camps. However, the
foundation of my Christian faith was grounded
by Morrah Street mandarin bible study on the
Book of Romans conducted for two

years by a member of Singapore Fisherman for Christ,
Brother Huang Yee Yuen, who became my mentor in
my spiritual journey and from whom | learned much
about the administration of the local church in Miri
during the 70’s and 80’s period. In 1969, | was given
the privilege to serve as president of Melbourne OCF.

At the 1970 OCF Mission Camp, | was challenged
by the speaker, David Adeney, who posed the
question, “What role are you playing in God’s
salvation for the whole world?” This has become a
constant reminder for me to live as Paul has said in
Colossians 1:10-12 NIV,

“..live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing
in the knowledge of God, " being strengthened with
all power according to his glorious might so that you
may have great endurance and patience, 2 and giving
Jjoyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to
share in the inheritance of his holy people in the
kingdom of light.”

Subsequently, on my return to Miri in 1971, |
rejected numerous attractive job-offers, choosing
instead to work in the Public Works Department so
that | could render assistance in the construction and
setting up of Miri Gospel Chapel (MGC). Eventually, |
was elected to be Chairman of MGC. In 1988, | was
ordained as Church Elder and | served in that
role until | reached the church mandatory
retiring age of 65 and | am now Elder
Emeritus in the Church.

| met my wife, Mui Suan, at Melbourne
Swanston Street Church of Christ. She was then
studying at Monash University while | was preparing
to return to my hometown. Our acquaintance
blossomed on the wings of the Postage Service
through the exchange of letters. We got married in
1974 and were blessed with two sons and today we
are the proud grandparents of two grandsons and two
granddaughters. Suan has always been a teacher —



initially teaching in a local secondary school before
establishing her own English Tuition Centre. On
entering into her 60’s, she closed the Centre in order
to study for a Bachelor of Theology degree at Malaysia
Evangelical College, Miri. She is now teaching
Theological English in that Bible College.

MINISTERING IN MIRI GOSPEL CHAPEL
(MGC)

While serving as a member of MGC Church
Council, I am also involved in three international
Christian organizations. The organization | served the
longest is Evangelism Explosion (EE) Organization.
The growth of MGC is very much connected to EE
ministry. This ministry conducts “clinics” to train and
equip church leaders to share the gospel in a
systematic way, with emphasis given to “On-The-Job”
training and multiplication. These “clinicians” will
subsequently carry out EE clinics in local churches.
MGC has been conducting yearly EE training for the
past 33 years until now and we have helped to train
church leaders from other denominations in Sarawak
and Chinese-speaking churches throughout Malaysia.
Many mission trips were also made to train pastors
and church leaders in Creative Access Nations (CAN)
and some South East Asian countries. The Lord had
given me the privilege to serve as Board member of
EE Malaysia since its inception and later as Chairman
of EE Malaysia. | stepped down as Chairman recently,
but remain a Board member for another year.

| rejoice that MGC is very much involved in
mission field and with a grateful heart, | thank the Lord
for the privilege to sit as a Board Member of CCCOWE
(Sarawak) and a Board Member in OMF Home Council
until | stepped down a few years back. This link with
OMF enables MGC to share vision, challenges and
needs of the mission field. Praises and glory to the
Lord that MGC can send out a good number of
missionaries as well as support many mission workers
in various countries.

Few years after my return from Australia, | was
invited to be a Board member of Malaysia Evangelical
College (MEC) in Miri and | am still serving in that
capacity in the College. This has fostered a link
between MGC and BEM (Borneo Evangelical Mission),
enabling my church not only to render financial

assistance to the College and students, but also to
receive help from BEM in mobilizing interior mission
trips to reach out to churches and schools in interior
areas. This has motivated MGC members to be more
interested in the mission challenge and also to
encourage MGC branches to “adopt” schools in an
attempt to help students in their studies, to
consolidate their faith as well as to financially support
pre-school Christian teachers. More churches in
Sarawak are now aware of the importance of providing
Christian education, especially at pre-school level, as a
means to prevent the younger generation from
being misled into an unknown future, and many local
churches are contributing financially towards
this cause.

CONCLUSION

[t is my prayer that through the ministries that |
have been involved in, | would continue to be a
mentor or along-sider for some on their spiritual
journey so that they in turn can become disciple-
makers and mentors for others. Metaphorically
speaking, | have much to thank OCF for pulling me
into their fishing net when | was swimming aimlessly in
unfamiliar waters of Australia.

| praise the Lord for the wonderful ministries OCF
(Australia) has been doing all these years in reaching
out to students, sharing the gospel with them,
equipping them in the Word of God and challenging
them to make disciples of all nations. | pray that we
will continue to encourage one another to live a life of
unconditional obedience to everything God has told
us to do.

Reverend David Adeney’s rhetorical question:
“What role am | playing in God’s salvation for the
whole world?” is still a constant reminder and challenge
to me. Amen.
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